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Decarbonising industry is critical to meet net zero targets, whilst providing sustainable social and economic growth. This requires not only technology, but also a whole systems approach that integrates environmental, engineering and technical solutions alongside social and economic dimensions. The UK Industrial Decarbonisation Research and Innovation Centre (IDRIC) was established in 2021 to support the development of four low-carbon industrial clusters by 2030 and the world’s first net zero industrial cluster by 2040. IDRIC has pioneered whole systems solutions that leverage synergies through a place-based approach that can unlock decarbonisation at scale, ensuring innovations are not only technically sound but commercially and socially viable. This presentation will also highlight IDRIC’s work on systems planning and decision-making tools, as well as green finance and economic considerations.

