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The study of non-invertible topological defects in quantum field theory leads to higher 
categorical structures, such as tensor categories in two dimensional theories. It turns 
out that a class of "slightly" non-topological defects still leads to tensor categories. 
These have a purely categorical description in terms of tensor algebras and Yetter-
Drinfeld modules, and even in cases when one starts from a fusion category, the 
enlarged categories are no longer finite or semisimple. They naturally for one-
parameter families which on the field theory side can be understood as a joint 
deformation of the field theory and its collection of slightly non-topological defects. 
 
 
 
 

 


